NORTHSIDE DRIVE STUDIO

Mid-Corridor Study Background
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Context and Study Area

General study area bounds:

Simpson Street
10t Street
Georgia Tech
English Avenue
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Inventory and Analysis

Figure Ground and Land Use

. Institutional

Residential

Mixed Light Industrial/
Commercial




Inventory and Analysis

Barriers and Missing Connections
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Inventory and Analysis

Infill and Frontage Opportunities
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Issues and Opportunities
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Problem Statement

There is a major disconnect between Midtown Atlanta and the neighborhoods west of
Northside Drive. One cause of the disconnect is that Northside Drive confronts two
separate street alignments: a street grid aligned with the railroad tracks and a separate
cardinal grid. The awkward intersections that result from this conflict and the presence
of a large flyover ramp yield few crossing opportunities for both vehicles and
pedestrians, creating a barrier to neighborhood connectivity. As a major stakeholder
in this area, Georgia Tech has engaged Northside Drive only as a traffic corridor rather
than as a major frontage location or a gateway to the Westside communities. Despite
recent investment in areas within the Northside Drive corridor, green space has not

generally been provided. Furthermore, the mix of uses does not encourage daily
activities along the corridor.

Still, the large institutional influences and the success of local neighborhoods’ economic
redevelopment provide a unique opportunity for this plan to revisit the role of Northside
Drive. It is our goal to re-envision Northside Drive as a multi-purpose corridor that
provides a better mix of activities, provides more green space, and effectively connects

Midtown and the Westside while still serving its role as a critical mobility link in the city of
Atlanta.
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SWOT Analysis

Strengths

* GT Master Plan calls for removing flyover ramp at
Tech Pkwy
* GT Master Plan expands campus to Marietta Street

Weaknesses

Network connectivity: missing links at 8th Street,
Tech Parkway

Network connectivity: rail line barrier for E-W
connections

Auto-oriented intersections, not pedestrian scale

Wide and irregular building setbacks, not oriented
towards street

No public or usable green space along corridor

Opportunities

* New development areas resulting from Northside
Drive flyover

» Setbacks and wide lanes provide space for

streetscape improvements

Intersection realignments

Commuter rail siting on south end of GT campus

Threats

Georgia Tech master plan does not consider NSD as a
neighborhood interface

Financing and investment related to land purchases will
be high

Stakeholders from previous planning efforts may be
fatigued by the planning process.

Railroads have extensive interests in their rights-of-way
and the associated air rights
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Next Steps

« Meet with additional stakeholders including:

— Georgia Tech planning, parking and transportation, real estate and
Institute leadership

— Representatives from Norfolk Southern

— Atlanta Regional Commission

— Marietta Street ARTerty Alliance

— Community groups (English Avenue, Westside Community Alliance)

« EXxperiment with alternatives to address problems
— Design oriented — crosswalks, intersection treatments
— Policy oriented — re-zoning, improvement districts

« Evaluate alternatives and develop implementation
schemes for each
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